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Urban  District  of  Barnoldswick 


Health  Committee  : 

THE  WHOLE  COUNCIL. 

Councillor  James  H.  Fielding  (Chairman). 


Public  Health  Department  : 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  {part  time)  : 

H.  C.  ALDERTON,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.) 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

*E.  HARGREAVES,  A.R.S.I. 

(commenced  duties  1st  April  1938). 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

R.  HARRISON. 

Isolation  Hospital : 

Nurse  A.  SUTTON. 

School  Nurse  ( W.R.C.C .)  : 

Nurse  THORNBER. 

District  Nurse  ( Local  N . Assoc.)  : 

Nurse  BOWER,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 


*Also  a qualified  Meat  Inspector. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Barnoldswick. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Barnoldswick  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1938. 

The  industrial  conditions  in  this  town,  which  is  entirely 
dependent  on  the  Cotton  trade,  are  appalling.  In  fact  this  might 
with  a considerable  amount  of  truth  be  called  a black  area,  as 
shown  by  the  unemployment  figures  set  out  below. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  has  been  good  and  there 
has  been  no  real  epidemic.  With  the  exception  of  some  diphtheria 
the  town  has  been  free  from  infectious  disease. 

The  weekly  average  of  unemployed  on  the  register  during 
the  year  was  : — 

Men  Women  Boys  Girls  Total 

69(5  (304  18  6 ...  1324 

The  new  legislation  of  the  last  few  years  has  greatly 
increased  the  work  of  the  department. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1936  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  of  October  1937.  This  Act  contains  many  important  pro- 
visions and  replaces  the  greater  part  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
since  1875. 

The  Factories  Act,  1937  became  law  on  the  1st  July  1938. 
In  addition  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  becomes  law  on  the  1st 
October  1939.  It  includes  and  extends  the  previous  legislation 
in  connection  with  food. 

During  the  coming  year  all  the  existing  pail  closets  in  the 
district,  where  there  is  a sewer  and  water  supply  available,  Mull  be 
replaced  by  fresh  M'ater  closets.  These  conversions  will  be  a 
great  improvement  to  the  sanitation  of  the  area. 


The  insanitary  ashpits  continue  to  be  replaced  by  galvanised 
iron  dust  bins,  consequently  facilitating  the  method  of  collection 
and  greatly  improving  the  cleanliness  where  these  ashpits  were 
situated. 

There  are  still  in  use  six  private  slaughter-houses  which 
are  most  unsuitable  as  regards  their  situation  and  construction. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  proceed  with  the  construction  of 
a public  abattoir  for  which  they  have  allowed  in  their  next  5 years 
expenditure.  It  is  essential  that  our  food  supply  should  have 
strict  supervision  and  be  prepared  only  on  premises  where  methods 
of  utmost  cleanliness  are  observed. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  work  has  now  been  commenced 
on  the  construction  of  private  streets.  There  are  still  a large 
number  of  streets  to  be  made  up. 

In  March  our  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Harrison  retired  on 
superannuation.  I wish  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  of  the 
work  he  did  for  this  town  ; also  of  the  willing  help  he  always  gave 
me  in  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  Health  Department.  I also 
extend  a hearty  welcome  to  his  successor  Mr.  Hargreaves  and 
trust  he  will  have  many  happy  years  of  service  amongst  us. 

The  assistant,  as  always,  has  been  most  helpful. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  C.  ALDERTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,764 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  11,941 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

Mid.  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,360 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  3,263 

Number  of  empty  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  154 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £56,497 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £235-8-1 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


t ■ r..  4.1  / Legitimate 

Live  Births  { ... 

\ Illegitimate 

M. 

59 

1 

F. 

40 

2 

Total 

102 

1 Birth  Kate  per  1,000  of 
• the  estimated  resident 
( population  . . 9.8 

. ,,  ( Legitimate 

Stillbirths  Tii  -i-  . 

{ Illegitimate 

2 

4 

1 

7 

( Rate  per  1,000  total 
- (live  and  still) 

( births  . . . . 04.2 

Deaths 

95 

09 

104 

( Death  Rate  per  1,000 
the  estimated  resident 
[ population  . . 15.8 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 
Total 

Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 Rate  per  1,000  total 
( (live  and  still)  births 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  39-2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  30-3 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  333-3 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  9 males.  8 females.  Total  17 
Deaths  from  Measles  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  ,,  ...  ...  Nil 
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Birth  Rates  (per  thousand  population) 

Barnoldswick 

1937  ...  ...  9-6 

1938  ...  ...  9-8 


England  and  Wales 

14- 9 

15- 1 


England  and  Wales 
12-4 
11-6 

Cancer  Rate  (per  thousand  population) 

Barnoldswick 

1937  ...  ...  1-39 

1938  ...  ...  1-64 


Death  Rates  (per  thousand  population) 

Barnoldswick 

1937  ...  ...  15-1 

1938  ...  ...  15-8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Cause 

M. 

E. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

5 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

— 

1 

G.P.I.,  tabes,  etc. 

1 

1 

Cancer 

9 

8 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

4 

7 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

33 

12 

2b 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

— 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

— 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

— 

Diseases  of  Liver  not  Cirrhosis 

— 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

\ 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3 

1 

Congenital  Debility  Premature  Birth,  etc. 

1 

— 

Senility  ... 

— 

4 

Suicide 

Q 

O 

1 

Other  Violence  ... 

— 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

7 

4 

Total  ... 

95 

69 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ( ! -(-‘§Aima,;c 

J ° l Illegitimate 

3 

1 

Total 

3 

1 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Specimens  requiring  examination  are  forwarded  to  the 
County  Council  laboratory  at  Wakefield. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  Council  possesses  a motor  ambulance  for  the  convey- 
ance of  non-infectious  cases  and  accidents  to  and  from  Hospital. 
The  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  provide  a female  and  male 
nurse  on  every  occasion.  The  number  of  cases  conveyed  in  the 
ambulance  during  the  year  was  389. 

The  Council  will  arrange  for  any  case  resident  outside 
the  district  to  be  removed  to  Hospital,  on  the  payment  of  a fee 
of  one  shilling  per  mile  with  a minimum  of  One  Pound. 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  removed  to  the  local  Hospital 
by  a horse  drawn  vehicle. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

The  home  nursing  is  undertaken  by  a full  time  District 
Nurse  who  is  a servant  of  the  Barnoldswick  Hospital  Fund  and 
District  Nursing  Association. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

A Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  provided  by  the  County  Council 
and  continues  to  be  well  attended. 

TUBERCULOSIS  : — There  is  a dispensary  for  special  diagnosis 
and  consultation  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES: — These  are  treated  at  the  Clinics 
provided  by  the  County,  at  Leeds,  Bradford,  Keighley,  and 
also  at  the  Victoria  Voluntary  Hospital,  Burnley. 
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HOSPITALS. 


(a)  GENERAL. 

The  majority  of  cases  are  treated  at  Burnley  Victoria 
Hospital  and  a certain  proportion  are  treated  at  Leeds  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  Bradford. 

(b)  ■ INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

A small  hospital  with  accommodation  for  twelve  cases  is 
provided  and  maintained  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(c)  SMALLPOX:— 

The  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the  Burnley  Joint 
Hospital  Board  for  the  reception  of  any  case  of  smallpox  at  their 
hospital. 

(d)  MATERNITY  :— 

There  are  two  certified  Midwives  in  the  district  who  work 
under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Council. 
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FACTORIES. 


Since  the  Factories  Act  of  1937  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  July  1938,  there  are  now  two  types  of  Factories  (Mechani- 
cal and  Non-mechanical). 

In  Mechanical  Factories  the  Council  is  responsible  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  provisions  in  relation  to  drains,  sanitary 
conveniences,  water  supplies,  nuisances  and  the  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire.  In  Non-mechanical  premises  in  addition  to  the 
above  they  are  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  provisions 
relating  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation 
and  drainage  of  floors. 


The  factories  on  the  register  are  : — 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Cotton  Manufacturers 
Joiners  and  Undertakers 
Shoemakers  and  Repairers 
Cloggers  ... 

Blacksmiths 
Engineers  ... 

Garages  and  Motor  Engineers 
Corn  Miller 
Brushmakers 
Printers 

Scientific  Corsetry 
Cheese  Makers 
Steam  Laundries  ... 

Saddlers  ... 

Upholsterers 
Monumental  Masons 
Plumbers  ... 

Granite  Works 


22 

28 

8 

8 

3 

1 

3 

5 

1 

1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
1 


94 


179  visits  were  made  to  these  premises.  The  defects 
tabulated  as  follows  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  persons 
concerned.  It  is  hoped  that  the  outstanding  requirements  will 
be  carried  out  early  in  the  New  Year. 
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INSPECTIONS. 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written  Notices 
(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

132 

— 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

47 

— 

• 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 

(including  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction  but  not 
including  outworkers’  premises)... 

Total 

179 

— 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Oefects 

No  of  defects 
in  respect  of 
which  Prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

<M 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  (limewashing)... 

16 

16 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

(S.  2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6)... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

insufficient  ... 

3 

1 

Conveniences-' 

unsuitable  or  defective 

23 

12 

— 

— 1 

(S.  7) 

^not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to  Home 
Work  or  offences  under  the  Sections  men- 
tioned in  the  Schedule  to  the  ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Workshops  Transfer 
of  Powers)  Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act,  1937). 

Total 

44 

29 

— 

— 
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OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES 

(Section  108  of  Act  of  1901 ; Section  III  of  Act  of  1937). 


NATURE  OF  WORK 


Instances 


Notices 

served 


Prosecutions 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  etc.  ... 

Cleaning  and  washing 
Household  linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery  ... 
Electro-plate  ... 

File  making  ... 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

Fur  pulling  

Cables  and  chains 
Anchors  and  grapnels 

Cart  gear  

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

Umbrellas,  etc.  

Artificial  flowers  

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets  ... 

Tents  

Sacks  ...  

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 
Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags 

Brush  making  

Pea  picking  ...  

Feather  sorting 
Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc. 
Stuffed  toys 
Basket  making 
Chocolates  and  sweetmeats  ... 
Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 
Christmas  stockings,  etc. 
Textile  weaving 
Lampshades  ... 


NIL 


IN  ALL 


CASES 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water.  The  Town’s  supply  of  water  is  from  deep  wells 
and  moorland  springs.  It  is  filtered  and  the  supply  is  pure  and 
more  than  ample  for  all  requirements.  No  contamination  from 
lead  has  been  discovered  from  four  samples  taken  during  the 
year. 

The  capacities  of  the  three  reservoirs  in  the  district  are  : — 

Elslack.  Impounding  Reservoir  ...  ...  50,000,000  gallons 

Park  Hill  Service  Reservoir  ...  ...  1,036,000 

White  Moor  Reservoir  ...  ...  ...  400,000 

The  high  level  districts  of  the  Town  are  served  from  White 
Moor  and  the  low  level  from  Elslack  through  Park  Hill. 

The  volume  of  water  supplied  and  the  average  consump- 
tion per  head  during  the  year  1937-1938  is  as  follows  : — 

Elslack  Reservoir  ...  80,218,000  gallons. 

White  Moor  (Well  Pump)  I , r r 7n  x70 

„ (No.  1 Bore)  / 1D,D/U’D/U  ” 

Total  gallons  supplied  ...  ...  ...  95,788,570 

Average  consumption  per  day  per  head  22-8  gallons. 


The  results  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  chemical  analysis  are  : — 

February  2nd,  1938. 

Bacteriological  Examination  on  2 samples  of  water. 

Water  taken  from  a supply  fed  from  White  Moor  reservoir, 
into  which  the  water  is  pumped  from  a Bore  Hole.  (Filtered). 

Number  of  organisms  per  cc  after  3 days  at  20°-22°C...  60 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  2 ,,  at  37°C  ...  0 

Bacillus  Coli-Aerogenes,  Number  per  100  ccs  ...  Nil 

This  water  is  of  a good  bacterial  quality. 


13 


February  2nd,  1938. 


Moorland  water  gathered  into  Elslack  impounding  reservoir 
(taken  from  a house  service  filtered). 

Number  of  Organisms  per  cc  after  3 days  at  20°-22°C...170 

„ 2 „ at  37°C...  6 
Bacillus  Coli-Aerogenes,  Number  per  100  ccs  ...  Nil 

This  water  is  of  good  bacterial  quality. 


September  27th,  1938. 


Bacteriological  Examination  on  4 samples  of  water. 


Rec.  24/9/38. 


No.  1 White  Moor.  No.  1 Elslack. 

No.  2 ,,  „ No.  2 

WHITE 

MOOR 

ELSLACK 

Reser- 

voir 

After 

Filtra- 

tion 

Reser- 

voir 

After 

Filtra- 

tion 

i. 

2. 

i. 

2. 

Number  of  organisms  per  cc 
after  3 days  at  20°-22°C.  ... 

100 

5 

450 

20 

Number  of  organisms  per  cc  after 
2 days  at  37°C 

90 

— 

60 

2 

Bacillus  Coli-Aerogenes 
Number  per  100  ccs. 

13 

1 

25 

1 

White  Moor  No.  2 and  Elslack  No.  2 are  of  a satisfactory 
bacterial  quality. 

White  Moor  No.  1 and  Elslack  No.  1 show  evidence  of  some  slight 
contamination  with  excretal  matter. 
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Chemical  Analysis  of  2 samples  of  water. 


September  24th,  1938- 


DESCRIPTION 

Reservoir: 
White  Moor 

Reservoir : 
Elslack 

Total  solid  matters 

6-0 

5-6 

Chlorine  (combined) 

•6 

•8 

Nitrites 

None 

None 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

None 

Trace 

Free  Ammonia 

None 

None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

•0014 

•0007 

Lead 

None 

None 

Total  Hardness  (Clark’s  Scale) 

3-6 

3-0 

Temporary 

Permanent 

P-H 

6-8 

7-0 

These  are  waters  of  good  organic  purity,  safe  and  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


Richardson  & Jaffe, 

Analytical  Chemists, 

Hustlergate  Laboratories, 

Bradford. 


METEOROLOGICAL  RETURNS. 


Months 

No.  of  clays  with 
rain  recorded 

Rainfall  in 
inches 

January  

23 

5-89 

February 

9 

1 -62 

March  ... 

8 

•98 

April 

1 

•58 

May 

14 

3-92 

June  

14 

4-08 

July  

20 

4-49 

August  ... 

19 

6-72 

September 

14 

1 -56 

October 

23 

9-39 

November 

23 

5-74 

December 

19 

4-37 

187 

49-34 

The  preceding  table  shows  the  rainfall  for  the  year,  recorded 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  It  is  the  highest  fall  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  October  being  the  wettest  month  with  a fall  of  9 -39  inches. 


SEWERAGE,  DRAINAGE  AND  SANITARY  WORK. 

The  duties  of  the  department  are  the  supervision  of  these 
works,  the  testing  and  inspection  of  new  drains  where  no  plan  has 
been  submitted,  and  the  inspection  of  all  existing  drains  and 
private  sewers. 

96  visits  have  been  made  by  the  staff  to  conversions, 
reconstructions  and  provision  of  new  drains. 

The  public  sewers  and  the  sewage  disposal  works  are  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  and  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 

The  following  new  surface  water  sewers  have  been  con- 
structed in  connection  with  private  street  works  : — 

199  lineal  yards  of  9". 

268  „ „ „ 6". 

138  „ „ „ 4". 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 


These  are  under  the  control  of  the  Rivers  Board.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  and  no  instances  of  pollution  have 
come  to  the  notice  of  the  department  during  the  year. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  an  inspection  was  made  of  each  of  the 
128  pails  in  the  district.  It  was  found  that  83  pails  were  capable 
of  conversion.  The  Council  decided  to  convert  80  pails  to  water 
closets  under  the  powers  provided  for  them  in  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  to  recover  from  the  owners  one  half 
of  the  cost.  A tender  has  been  accepted  for  the  sum  of  £570-14-3 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  work.  It  was  found  that  one 
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pail  closet  could  not,  without  reconstruction,  be  put  in  a satis- 
factory condition.  A Statutory  notice  was  served  under  Section 
44  on  the  owner  and  the  work  has  been  put  in  hand.  Furthermore, 
in  two  instances  the  owners  replaced  the  existing  pails  on  their 
property  by  water  closets. 

20  waste  water  closets  were  converted  to  fresh  water 
closets,  this  cost  was  borne  by  the  owners.  At  present  the  Council 
does  not  contribute  towards  this  type  of  conversion,  although 
they  have  power  to  do  so  under  section  47  (4)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  EXISTING  at  the  end  of  1938. 


Conversions 
TO  END  OF  1938 

No.  of  Privies 
Cleansed  by 
Council 

Pails  to 
Fresh 
Water 
Closets 

W.W.Cs. 
to  Fresh 
Water 
Closets 

Additional 

W.Cs. 

Fixed 

Recep- 

tacles 

Moveable 

Recep- 

tacles 

Fresh 

Water 

Closets 

Waste 

Water 

Closets 

Total 

Closet 

Accommo- 

dation 

2 

18Tro 

also 

20 

ugh  Close 
Keen  co 
to  W.Cs 

13 

ts  have 
nverted 

1 

126 

2442 
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The  following  report  is  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
under  the  Sanitary  Officers  Outside  (London)  Regulations,  1935. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Summary  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Food  shops  and  stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  547 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  931 

Offensive  trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Picture  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Factories:- — Mechanical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Non-Mechanical  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Workplaces  (Offices)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  , 23 

Mortuary  ...  ...  5 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Alleged  dirty  and  verminous  houses  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Stables...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Controlled  Tip — Victory  Park  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Incinerator  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Business  premises  re  trade  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Drains  inspected  and  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Milk  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  20 

Milk  samples  (Adulteration)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dwelling-houses  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  (including  revisits)  ...  ...  ...  1059 

Housing  Acts  (including  revisits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 


3842 
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Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Contractors  ...  258 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Informal  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  83 

Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  25 

Statutory  notices  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  nuisances  found  in  1938  ...  ...  ...  193 

Number  of  nuisances  outstanding  on  31st  December  1937  2 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Number  of  nuisances  carried  forward  to  1939  ...  ...  4 


WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION 


OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Drains  reconstructed...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

New  drains  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Choked  drains  released  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  33 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C.  doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

W.C.  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.  seats  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C.  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dirty  W.C.  apartments  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sufficient  supply  of  water  provided  to  W.C.  cisterns  ...  2 

Waste  water  closet  tippers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  closet  pails  replaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Overflowing  septic  tanks  released  and  cleansed  ...  ...  3 

Septic  tanks  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Waste  water  closets  converted  to  water  closets  ...  ...  20 

Pail  closets  replaced  by  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  2 

Trough  closets  converted  to  water  closets...  ...  ...  18 

Additional  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  13 

Sinks  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bath  and  sink  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  15 

Soil  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wash-hand  basins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gullies  and  dishings  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  dust  bins  replaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Dust  bins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  8l 

Rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  ...  ...  3 

Defective  rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired  ...  2l 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  plaster  to  walls  and  ceilings  renewed  ...  ...  5 

Chimney  stacks  pointed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

House  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Windows  repaired  and  made  to  open  ...  ...  ...  19 

New  windows  provided  to  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Staircases  provided  with  new  stair  treads  ...  ...  2 

Yards  repaved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ventilation  provided  to  food  stores  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  fire  ranges  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Firebacks  reset  and  front  bars  and  bottom  to  grates  renewed  6 
Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Verminous  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  preparing  rooms  whitewashed  and  cleansed  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  It  comprises  the  collection  and  removal  of 
domestic  and  trade  refuse,  and  the  cleansing  of  streets  and  gullies. 
During  the  year  the  whole  of  the  department  was  re-organised. 
The  hired  team  labour  was  reduced  and  this  will  be  an  ultimate 
saving  (at  the  present  rate  of  1/6  per  hour)  of  approximately 
£193  per  annum.  Moreover,  it  was  found  that  the  staff  could  be 
reduced  by  one.  The  necessary  reduction  of  staff  was  not  made 
owing  to  the  amount  of  sickness  in  this  department.  One  of  the 
workmen  will  be  retiring  in  the  early  part  of  next  year  and  the 
necessary  adjustment  will  then  be  made. 

The  dry  refuse  is  deposited  on  Victory  Park  by  a method  of 
controlled  tipping.  On  the  completion  of  tipping  on  this  site  the 
Council  proposes  to  develop  the  ground  for  recreation  purposes. 
The  Council  rents  a site  known  as  Ghyll  Tip  which  is  at  present 
not  used,  but  is  retained  for  use  on  the  completion  of  Victory 
Park  Tip. 

The  offal  from  slaughter-houses  and  fish  shops  is  collected 
and  burnt  at  the  destructor. 

The  ashbins  arc  collected  weekly  and  the  ashpits  are 
emptied  approximately  once  a month. 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  number  of 
ashpits  and  bins  in  use,  also  the  number  of  ashpits  replaced  by 
bins  during  the  past  year  : — 


In  October  the  Council  instituted  a charge  of  2d.  per  bin 
and  3/9  per  load  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  trade  refuse. 
They  decided  to  make  no  charge  for  disposal  for  the  persons  who 
wished  to  remove  their  own  refuse  to  the  destructor  or  tip. 

This  charge  caused  a great  amount  of  objection  from  the 
tradespeople  of  the  district.  However,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
the  majority  of  persons  concerned  now  realise  that  the  Council 
have  no  alternative  but  to  make  a charge  for  this  service  under 
Section  73  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  scheme  is  now 
working  successfully. 


THE  CLEANSING  OF  STREETS  AND  GULLIES. 


The  portions  of  the  main  thoroughfare,  and  the  side  streets 
for  which  we  are  responsible,  are  swept  by  orderlies,  each  having 
a handcart  of  the  two  bin  type.  This  type  of  handcart  was 
purchased  in  June  of  1938,  replacing  the  wood  covered  handcart. 
They  have  been  of  service  to  this  section  of  the  department 
inasmuch,  as  they  have  made  the  work  of  the  men  easier  and 
reduced  the  cost.  This  work  will  increase  as  the  private  streets 
in  the  district  are  made  up. 

There  are  18  litter  boxes  deposited  in  the  district,  the 
public  can  assist  greatly  in  the  general  tidiness  of  the  streets  by 
making  full  use  of  these  receptacles. 

The  street  gullies  are  emptied  regularly  and  every  care 
is  taken  to  avoid  a nuisance  from  overflowing  gullies. 


No.  of  ashpits  replaced 
No.  of  bins  provided 
No.  of  bins  in  use 
No.  of  ashpits  in  use 


40 

81 

2065 

1438 


TRADE  REFUSE. 
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PAILS  AND  TANKS. 


There  are  126  pails  and  1 tank  emptied  weekly.  It  takes 
one  horse  and  cart  (with  two  men)  one  day  to  empty  these  pails, 
and  a horse  and  cart  (one  man)  half  a day  to  remove  the  contents 
of  the  tank. 


The  following  tables  show  the  amount  of  refuse  removed 
during  the  year  and  the  cost  of  the  service  : — 


TRADE  AND  DOMESTIC  REFUSE.  (COLLECTION). 


T otal  loads  removed 
,,  cost  

Average  cost  per  load 
,,  „ per  ton 

(1  load  estimated  at  10  cwts.) 


...  4096 

£822  18  4 

s.  d 

4 0-2 
8 0-4 


(DISPOSAL) 


Total  Cost  ...  ...  £272  18  8 

s.  d. 

Average  cost  per  load  ...  1 3-9 

„ „ per  ton  ...  2 7-8 

(1  load  estimated  at  10  cwts.) 


COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


Gross  cost 

Income  : — Trade  Refuse  £11  14  9 
Miscellaneous  £21  12  2 


Nett  cost 

Average  nett  cost  per  load 
t>  n tt  per  ton 


£1095  17  0 


£33  6 11 

£1062  10  1 

s.  d. 

5 2-25 
10  4-5 
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TRADE  REFUSE— (OFFAL).  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


Total  loads  

,,  cost  

Income  (from  October  17th,  1938) 
Average  nett  cost  per  load 


...  no 

£96  10  5 

£2  1 2 
s.  d. 

17  2-1 


TOTAL  COST  FOR  STREET  CLEANSING  ...  £387  7 8 

TOTAL  COST  FOR  CLEANSING 

STREET  GULLIES  ...  £155  12  11 


CLEANSING  OF  PAILS  AND  TANKS. 


Total  cost  for  the  year 

Average  cost  per  pail  ... 
Average  cost  per  tank 


...  £133  17  1 

s.  d. 

41 
4 2 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 


Advice  and  assistance  is  given  at  all  times  to  persons  com- 
plaining of  rats  and  mice  on  their  premises. 

During  National  Rat  Week  from  7th  to  12th  of  November 
1938,  a special  effort  was  made  by  the  department  with  a view  to 
the  destruction  of  these  pests. 

An  advertisement  was  issued  in  the  local  press  pointing  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Advisory  leaflets  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  were  distributed  at  the  public  library. 

100  illustrated  posters  were  displayed  on  the  hoardings 
within  the  district. 

Local  chemists  were  invited  to  make  a special  display  in 
their  windows  of  suitable  baits  and  appliances  for  killing  rats  and 
mice.  209  baits  of  Liverpool  Virus  were  laid  at  the  Council’s 
Sewage  Works,  Refuse  tip,  and  Isolation  Hospital  grounds  with 
successful  results.  Klearwell  rat  and  mice  baits  in  biscuit  form 
were  supplied  gratis  to  19  applicants. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


There  were  three  Lodging-houses  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  to  which  57  visits  were  made.  One  having  accommo- 
dation for  166  beds,  and  the  other  two  1 1 and  6 beds  respectively. 

In  December  the  two  former  were  considered  by  the  Council 
for  re-registration  under  Section  238  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  The  largest  lodging-house  was  re-registered  subject  to 
provision  being  made  by  the  30th  June  1939,  for  the  proper 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

In  the  second  case  the  premises  were  re-registered  for  a 
period  of  13  months  on  condition  that  certain  repairs  and  additions 
were  executed  by  January  31st  1939. 

The  third  was  registered  for  a period  of  13  months. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  premises  on  the  register  are  : — Tripe  Boilers  2,  Rag  and 
Bone  dealers  2. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  notice  on  the  occupier  of  one 
of  these  premises  in  regard  to  disrepair  and  lack  of  cleanliness. 
The  others  were  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

32  visits  were  made  to  shops  to  ascertain  whether  they 
fulfilled  the  requirements  as  regards  ventilation,  temperature  and 
sanitary  accommodation. 

The  following  were  found  to  contravene  Section  10 : — 

Subs.  1 (b).  No  means  provided  to  maintain  a reasonable 

temperature  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Subs.  2.  Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  ...  4 

These  contraventions  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
owners  and  occupiers  and  in  5 instances  the  matters  were  given 
attention.  The  two  outstanding  requirements  will  be  carried  out 
in  the  New  Year. 
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WORKPLACES. 


21  offices  in  the  district  were  inspected.  These  premises 
come  within  the  definition  of  a workplace  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  1936.  The  sanitary  accommodation  and  ventilation  was 
found  to  be  adequate  in  all  cases. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

There  is  one  camping  site  in  the  district  which  is  approxi- 
mately 526  square  yards  in  area.  Two  caravans  and  one  wooden 
erection  occupy  this  land  and  the  number  of  resident  campers  is 
three.  There  is  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  and  a supply 
of  town’s  water  on  the  site  and  there  has  been  no  reason  for 
complaint  throughout  the  year. 

For  this  camping  site  the  Council  has  issued  a licence  under 
Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  expires  on 
December  31st,  1939. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 


Number  of  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  observations  of  30  minutes  duration  ...  63 


No.  of 

Observations 

Minutes  of 
Black 
Smoke 

Minutes 

Average 

B.U.D.C.  Gasworks 

3 

— 

— 

Barnsey  Shed 

5 

8 

1-6 

Bancroft  Shed 

5 

— 

— 

Calf  Hall  Shed 

6 

3-5 

•58 

Crownest  Shed 

5 

3-75 

•75 

Clough  Shed 

5 

2 

•4 

Coates  Shed 

4 

1-25 

•31 

Long  Ing  Shed 

5 

2 

•4 

Moss  Shed  ... 

5 

2-5 

•5 

Wellhouse  Shed 

6 

5 

•83 

Westfield  Shed 

7 

2-5 

•35 

Fernbank  Shed 

7 

63 

5-5 

36 

•78 

Average  time  of  black  smoke  emitted  per  observation 
0-571  minutes. 
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In  no  case  during  the  observations  did  the  amount  of  black 
smoke  emitted  exceed  three  minutes  in  the  aggregate  within  any 
continuous  period  of  30  minutes. 

On  other  occasions  visits  were  made  when  it  was  observed 
that  an  excess  of  smoke  was  being  emitted  from  the  chimneys. 


SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths 
or  pools  in  the  district. 


DISINFECTION. 

The  houses  from  which  infectious  disease  ca^es  have  been 
removed  to  hospital,  and  the  houses  where  cases  have  been  isolated 
are  immediately  disinfected  with  formalin  on  notification  from  the 
Medical  Practitioners. 

The  Council  has  installed  a Velox  Steam  Disinfector  at 
the  hospital. 

The  following  premises  and  articles  were  disinfected  after 
the  occurrence  of  Infectious  diseases  : — 


Rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Domiciliary  Shelters  ...  ...  1 

ARTICLES  STEAM  DISINFECTED 

Beds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Bolsters  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Pillows  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Quilts...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Blankets  67 

Sheets  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Suits  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Rugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 
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DISINFESTATION  OF  VERMINOUS  HOUSES. 


Only  one  case  of  bugs  came  to  the  notice  of  the  department. 
On  the  inspection  of  the  premises  it  was  found  that  the  rooms 
were  free  from  vermin,  but  a bed  in  one  of  the  rooms  was  infested. 
The  bed  was  dismantled  and  treated  with  Vermicine  insecticide. 
Further  inspections  were  made  and  no  vermin  were  found. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  four  elementary  schools  in  the  district  and  a 
central  school  in  course  of  erection.  The  sanitary  conditions  and 
water  supplies  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  At  one  of  these 
schools  18  trough  closets  were  replaced  by  fresh  water  closets. 

The  school  children  are  subject  to  medical  inspection  by 
the  County  Council.  A number  of  visits  have  been  made  by 
myself  to  the  schools  to  try  to  ascertain  the  origin  of  the  notified 
cases  of  Diphtheria. 

It  was  not  considered  necessary  to  close  any  schools  through 
sickness  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 


The  houses  in  the  district  are  built  of  Yorkshire  Stone 
and  are  fairly  satisfactory  as  regards  their  condition. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  154  houses  empty,  no  case 
of  overcrowding  was  known  to  the  department. 

Summary  of  work  showing  the  action  taken  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  : — 


1 —  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  162 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  41 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  114 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  needing  further  action  21 

[a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  inspects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  21 

2 —  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  7 
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3 — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 


A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  4 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  2 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  22 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(. b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  9 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  No.  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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4 — Unhealthy  Areas. 


Areas  declared  Clearance  Areas  during  the 
year  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

5 —  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  1938. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

6 —  Housing  Conditions. 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  District  ...  ...  3417 

(2)  No.  of  working-class  houses  included  in  the 

above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3117 

(3)  General  observations  as  to  housing  conditions, 
overcrowding,  and  shortage  of  houses. 

Housing  conditions  fairly  good. 

No  known  cases  of  overcrowding. 

No  shortage  of  houses. 

(4)  No  special  activity  in  house  building 

(5)  No  housing  scheme  projected  by  Local  Authority. 

(6)  No  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground 
sleeping  rooms  under  Section  12,  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

7 —  Town  Planning. 

(1)  The  Council  is  a member  of  The  North  East 
Lancashire  Joint  Planning  Committee  (No.  2 
Region) . 

(2)  There  is  an  Interim  Development  Order  in 
force  for  the  whole  of  the  district 

A draft  Town  Planning  Scheme  will  shortly  be 
submitted  to  Ministry  of  Health. 
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8 —  Officer  designated  to  make  inspections  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations:  Eric  Hargreaves, 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Barnoldswick. 

9 —  Action  taken  to  improve  the  housing  conditions  of 

tuberculous  families  in  the  District,  either  by 
way  of  building  new  or  special  houses,  or  the 
granting  of  special  facilities  for  such  families  to 
be  housed  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 


10 — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...None 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  None 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...None 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( c ) (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  Nil 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 


Number  of  Cowkeepers  and  Wholesalers 

12 

,,  ,,  ,,  Wholesale  and 

Purveyors 

6 

,,  ,,  ,,  and  Purveyors 

12 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Butter  Makers) 

6 

,,  ,,  Purveyors  only 

11 

,,  ,,  Milkshops 

20 

67 

101  visits  have  been  made  to  the  dairies  in  the  district. 

The 

general  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  cowsheds, 

dairies 

and 

cattle  has  been  fairly  satisfactory.  Alterations  and  additions 

were  carried  out  at  8 farms  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 

1926,  namely  : — 

New  cowsheds  built 

1 

New  floors  to  existing  cowsheds 

4 

Additional  light  and  ventilation 

provided 

4 

Ceilings  raised 

1 

Walls  rendered  smooth  in  cement 

4 

Dairies  provided 

3 

20  Samples  of  ordinary  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  To  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  test,  samples 
should  not  be  decolourised  at  the  end  of  4|  hours  if  they  are  taken 
between  the  1st  of  May  and  31st  October,  or  at  the  end  of  5^ 
hours  if  they  are  taken  between  the  1st  of  November  and  the 
30th  April. 


Bacteriologist’s  Reports. 


Number  of  Samples  taken 
in  November  and  December. 

14  

4 

2 


Methylene  Blue  Test. 
Period  before  decolourisation 
(in  hours) 

...  Satisfactory 
5 hours 
4£  hours. 
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MILK  (Special  Designations) 
Orders,  1936  and  1938. 


Licensed  producers  of  : — 


Tuberculin  tested  Milk 
Accredited  Milk 


1 

2 


The  Officers  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  took  1 1 
samples  of  Milk  (“Tuberculin  Tested,”  4,  “Accredited”  7)  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

The  Agricultural  Act,  1937  (Diseases  of  Animals)  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  April  1938.  This  Act  transferred  the 
duties  of  the  clinical  examination  of  cattle  from  the  County 
Councils  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


931  visits  were  made  to  slaughter-houses  and  547  to  food 
shops  and  stalls. 

During  the  past  year  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
was  reduced  by  626  (beasts  185,  sheep  441).  This  reduction  is 
estimated  to  be  due  partly  to  the  general  condition  of  trade,  and 
that  during  the  year  two  butchers  commenced  to  buy  their  meat 
outside  the  area.  The  total  number  of  butchers  slaughtering,  in 
the  area,  at  the  year  end  was  nine. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  each  class  of 
animal  killed  and  inspected,  also  the  weight  of  meat  found  unfit 
for  food  and  destroyed  : — 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


No.  of  Butcher’s  shops 
,,  ,,  shops  selling  imported  meat 

,,  ,,  Meat  stalls  in  Market 

,,  ,,  Private  Slaughter-houses 


19 

2 

1 

6 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  Killed 

235 

230 

11 

2103 

225 

2804 

Number  Inspected 

235 

230 

ll 

2103 

225 

2804 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

4 

4 

15 

23 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 -702 

2-17 

•76 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

4 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

19 

70 

12 

101 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  T uberculosis  . . . 

8-08 

32-17 

5-33 

MEAT  DESTROYED. 


Carcases  of  Beef  (5)  ... 

Tons 

1 

cwts. 

5 

qrs. 

3 

lbs. 

Parts  of  Beef  carcases 

— 

5 

— 

19 

Carcase  of  Sheep 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Part  of  Sheep  carcase 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Pork  (heads)  ... 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Edible  organs  and  fat 

1 

6 

— 

14 

Total  2 

18 

2 

2 
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SEIZURE  OF  MEAT. 


Sections  116 — 117  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

In  April  a carcase  of  Mutton  and  a liver  of  a sheep  were 
seized  from  a local  butcher’s  shop.  Police  court  proceedings 
were  taken  and  the  case  was  heard  at  Skipton  on  June  11th  1938. 
The  manager  of  the  shop  was  lined  £5  and  £3-3-0  costs  and  the 
occupier  was  ordered  to  pay  four  shillings  costs. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

There  are  12  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  district.  One 
contravention  of  the  Act  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Inspector 
and  the  matter  was  reported  to  the  Council.  They  decided  on  the 
3rd  August  to  suspend  the  licence  of  the  slaughterman  for  a period 
of  three  months. 

The  Council  has  not  passed  a resolution  to  include  sheep 
to  be  first  stunned  by  a mechanically  operated  instrument.  From 
a humane  point  of  view  I feel  that  these  animals  should  have  the 
same  consideration  as  other  animals. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  22  premises  on  the 
register  to  which  97  visits  were  made.  It  was  found  necessary 
in  16  instances  to  draw  to  the  notice  of  the  occupiers  that  the 
workplaces  required  limewashing.  Further,  at  one  bakehouse  it 
was  found  that  there  were  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  for 
the  use  of  the  staff. 

In  all  cases  the  requirements  of  limewashing  were  carried 
out  and  the  necessary  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (Adulteration)  ACT,  1928. 

Mr.  T.  S.  Roberts,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  of  the 
West  Riding  County  Council,  has  kindly  furnished  the  following 
report  of  samples  taken  by  him  in  the  Urban  District : — 


Milk  24 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tea...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malt  Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  1 

Soda  Mints  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yeast  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Potted  Meat  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rum  and  Butter  Rock  ...  ...  1 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dripping  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whisky  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rum  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ground  Almonds  ...  ...  1 

Mince  Meat  ...  ...  ...  1 


40  genuine. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  8 samples  of  milk  were  purchased 
by  Mr.  R.  Harrison,  the  former  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  these 
were  also  found  to  be  genuine. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

OF  FOOD. 

Samples  of  food  for  examination  are  forwarded  to  the 
laboratories  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

NUTRITION. 

There  have  been  no  lectures  or  films  shown  to  increase 
the  knowledge  of  the  public  on  the  importance  of  adequate 
nutrition. 

From  my  own  observations  of  the  children  in  the  district 
they  appear  to  be  well  nourished,  but  show  signs  of  lack  of 
sleep.  I suggest  that  parents  should  see  that  their  children  go 
to  bed  at  a reasonably  early  hour. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Only  five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  all  of  a mild  type.  There  were  no  deaths. 


MEASLES  : — 

No  cases  of  this  disease  came  under  notice. 
DIPHTHERIA 

Twenty-nine  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  These 
were  spread  out  during  the  year.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to 
Hospital.  I took  some  59  swabs  from  the  classes  at  Gisburn  Road 
School  where  the  majority  of  cases  came  from,  but  all  gave 
negative  results.  Immunisation  was  offered  to  parents  of 
children  at  all  the  Schools.  The  response  was  very  poor,  only  37 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  It  is  a great  pity  so  little 
response  should  be  forthcoming.  Parents  do  not  seem  to  realise 
how  dangerous  a disease  diphtheria  is  and  what  serious  compli- 
cations it  often  gives  rise  to.  Although  this  outbreak  was  for  the 
most  part  of  a mild  type,  the  next  may  not  be  so,  therefore,  I 
strongly  advise  parents  to  use  the  protection  which  immunisation 
undoubtedly  gives. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 
(other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Disease 

AGE 

Total 

Notified 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

65 

65 

and 

over 

Small  Pox 

- 

Nil 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

l 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

12 

9 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

29 

29 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Nil 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

- 

- 

11 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

3 

i 

7 

— 

Nil 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  : 


No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the 
treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the 
eyes.  Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  are  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 
(relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employ- 
ed in  the  milk  trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  in  connection  with  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital 
of  persons  suffering  from  the  disease. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory' 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

35 

3 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 
upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

9 

5 

2 

3 

5 

— 

— 

1 

Phthisis  rate  per  1 ,000  population  -58  compared  with  -55 
last  year. 

The  notification  of  this  disease  is  satisfactory. 
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CANCER  : — 

Seventeen  deaths  from  Cancer  were  returned.  Cases 
receive  Radium  treatment  either  at  Leeds  General  Infirmary  or 
at  Burnley  Victoria  Hospital. 

Age  distribution  : — 


40  to  45 
45  to  55 
55  to  65 


4 

5 

6 


o 


65  upwards 


Total  17 
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